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THE OBVEBSE TYPE.

The helmeted head on the obverse of our coin shows
how entirely Greek and heathen was the idea of the god
in the mind of the die-engraver. There is usually some
connexion between the types of the obverse and reverse
of Greek coins, but in this case it seems hard to imagine
how the engraver should have depicted the thoroughly
Greek head on the obverse as belonging to the Semitic-
looking deity on the reverse. It has been suggested that
if the head were regarded as that of mpta (Melkarth), the
reputed ancestor of the Kings of Sidon, who was identified
by the Greeks with their Heracles, the difficulty of find-
ing a connexion between obverse and reverse would be
solved, and this would be a case, like many others, in
which the ancestor of the founder is represented by the
head on the obverse. The origin of the name Melkarth
is not settled. Some derive it from the words " king "
and " Carthage," others from " king " and " land." This
latter derivation is the only one which could be made
applicable to the head on a coin of Gaza.

The hero or founder of that city is unknown, and it
therefore seems more probable that the head was re-
garded as that of a deity.

The association of gods with war was common in
ancient times, not only among the Greeks, but also
among the Semites, and those who adopted their cult
of lahve as well as among the Jews. We read in Exod.
xv. 3, " Jehovah is a man of war;" and Isa. xlii. 13, " He
shall stir up jealousy as a man of war."

Another suggestion as to this type has been made by
M. Six and M. Babelon, which does not seem to me as
probable as these, viz. that as the head is very similar to